248               TEE DA Y AFTER DEATH.

uf my mother, and in leaving it j I hope finally to acquire the
knowledge of Him who is all things, to enter into the right
way of worship and of meditation without any consideration
of reward.

" In the world of the moon, one receives the reward of good
works which are done without renunciation of their fruits, of
their merits ; but this reward has only a fixed time, after
which one is born again in an inferior world, a wicked world,
a world which is the recompense of evil.

" By the renunciation of all pleasure, and of all reward
by seeking God only, with unshaken faith, we reach
the sun which has no end, the great world, whence we
return no more to a world which is the recompense of
evil."*

The Egyptians, having borrowed this doctrine from the
Hindoos, made it the basis of their religious worship. Hero-
dotus informs us,t that, according to the Egyptians, the
human soul, on issuing from a completely decomposed body,
enters into that of some animal. The soul takes three thou-
sand years to pass from this body through a series of others,
and at the conclusion of this interval, the same soul returns
to the human species, entering the form of a newly-born
infant.

The Egyptians employed excessive caution in the preserva-
tion of human bodies. They embalmed the corpses of their
relatives or of personages of importance to the state, and thus
prepared the mummies which are to be seen in all our
museums. The universal practice of embalming was not

* " La Religion des Hindous selon les Vedas" pp. 324, 325.
f " Histoires" Yol. II. ch. cxxiii. (translated by M. Larcher.